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from Madame d'Houdetot, and, to help this scheme, of
having endeavoured to seduce the little Levasseur, and
persuade her to steal one of the letters Rousseau wrote
to Madame d'Houdetot, or one of her answers to his
letters; and of having said to the Levasseur: * If this
is found out, you can take shelter with me, and there
will be a fine commotion.'

" This fine gentleman, Rousseau,1 had fallen in love
with Madame d'Houdetot, and to advance his own ends,
what did he do ? He endeavoured to awaken in this
woman scruples about her passion for Saint-Lambert I

" He accused Madame d'Epinay of having either told
herself, or got some one to tell, Saint-Lambert about his
passion for Madame d'Houdetot.

"Embarrassed at the results of his own behaviour
with Madame d'Houdetot, he summoned me to the
Hermitage, to know what he had better do. I advised
him to write the whole story to Saint-Lambert, and for
the future to avoid Madame d'Houdetot. This counsel
pleased him, and he promised me that he would
follow it.

661 saw him shortly afterwards. He told me he had
followed my advice, and thanked me for a counsel that
only a good friend like myself could have given him,
and which restored his self-respect.

" But nothing of the sort had he done! Instead of
writing to M. de Saint-Lambert in the way we had
decided, he had written an atrocious letter, to which
M. de Saint-Lambert said one could only reply with a
stick.

*c Having started for the Hermitage, to find out
whether he was mad or wicked, I accused him of the
malicious desire to stir up a quarrel between M. de
Saint-Lambert and Madame d'Houdetot. He 'denied
it, and to justify himself, drew forth a letter from
Madame d'Houdetot, a letter which proved exactly the
treachery I accused him of! He blushed, and then
1 Literally, Le sieur Rousseau.hese tablets remained hidden in
